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1.
AIM
The multi-disciplinary Masters Programme in child witness work is aimed at facilitating the specializing of professionals dealing with child victims of sexual and physical violence, in particular, those who play an essential role in the prosecution of sexual violence cases and those tasked with providing services to child victims of violence.  It does this by improving their knowledge of child development and the nature and effects of child and sexual abuse, and by integrating such knowledge with the law and court processes, thus enhancing their ability to manage cases involving child victims in a more effective and sensitive way.  In doing so, the qualification provides professional accreditation for professionals working in this field.

2.
TUITION METHOD
Lectures and seminars will be presented by experts in the relevant field.  In addition, it will be required of students to provide input on selected topics.

Modules will be offered by means of contact block sessions of five to six days per semester.  These block sessions will constitute approximately 50 contact hours per module.  Learning material that students are not expected to purchase will be handed to students in February or July depending on whether the module is a first or second semester module.  Various study letters and e-mail contact will ensure continuous communication with the co-ordinator in the case of modules delivered by block sessions.  Attendance of lectures/block sessions is compulsory
A compulsory research workshop will be conducted in March 2007, aimed at equipping students to undertake research tasks.

3.
ADMISSION
Candidates shall be considered for admission to this programme if they have obtained an average of at least 60% for the degree of Baccalaureus Legum or the equivalent thereof, or if they have, in the opinion of the Senate, attained through practical experience or otherwise a level of competence which is adequate for the purpose of postgraduate studies in Law dealing with child forensic matters. (Candidates are requested to submit full details of their practical experience and academic qualifications).

4.
COST (2007)

(a)
Registration fees (per annum): ( R240


(b)
Tuition fees: ( R3400 per module of 30 credits

(c)
Prescribed text books


(d)
Travelling/accommodation costs for contact and examination sessions

(e)
Additional fees are charged for examinations (invigilation and courier 
fees) written in the 
following centra: Johannesburg, Cape Town, East 
London, Bloemfontein, Polokwane, Durban.
5.
DURATION OF STUDIES
The studies for this degree can be completed in a minimum of one academic year of full-time studies.
6.
CONTACT SESSIONS: 2007

· Full-time students must choose modules with a credit value of at least 60 credits per semester. Please refer to the Rules for LLM coursework treatises for more details on the completion of the treatise.
· Part-time students must choose modules with a credit value of at least 30 credits per semester.  Please refer to the Rules for LLM for coursework treatises for more details on the completion of the treatise.

The compulsory contact sessions will be held as follows in 2007:
	Module name


	Module

Code
	Semes-

ter
	Cre-

dits
	Contact Dates

2007

	· Compulsory modules
	

	Research workshop in March 2007
(Compulsory for all NEW students)


	
	Thursday, 1 March  – Saturday, 3 March 
09:00-17:00

	Dynamics of Child Witness Testimony 511
 
	JCW511
	1
	30
	Monday, 16 April –  Friday, 20 April

09:00-17:00

	Law Applicable to Child Witnesses 512 

	JCW512
	2
	30
	Monday, 20 August – Friday, 24 August

09:00-17:00

	Children’s Rights 517 
	JCW517
	2
	30
	Monday, 3 September – Friday, 7 September 

09:00-17:00

	· Elective modules
	
	
	
	

	Evaluating the Evidence of Children 515 

	JCW515

	1


	15
	Monday, 26 March – Wednesday, 28 March (2½ days)

09:00-17:00

	The Child Sex Offender 513
 
	JCW 513

	1


	15
	Wednesday, 28 March – Friday, 30 March 
(2½ days)

09:00-17:00

	· The research component  (see rules below for further details)

	Treatise 

	JCJ515
	1 + 2
	60
	-


7.
ASSESSMENT

Examinations will be written in the following official examination periods:
	June
	November

	· Dynamics of Child Witness Testimony 511
· Evaluating the Evidence of Children 515
· The Child Sex Offender 513

	· Law Applicable to Child Witnesses 512 
· Children’s Rights 517


8.
SYLLABI FOR MODULES PRESENTED IN 2007/2008
8.1
Compulsory modules

■
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS 517: JCW517

 (30 credits)

Rationale:  This module will enable the learner to identify and establish the nature of constitutionally protected rights of children with an understanding of the protection of children’s rights at an international law level.  Learners will also examine the legal issues involved in child sex tourism, child trafficking and the use of child soldiers.

Description: This module focuses on the constitutional principles relating to children’s rights.  It includes the following topics:

· 
general constitutional rights applicable to children;

· 
particular constitutional rights applicable to children;

· 
international instruments on the rights of the child;

· 
child sex tourism;

· 
child trafficking; and

· 
the use of child soldiers.

· DYNAMICS OF CHILD WITNESS TESTIMONY 511: JCW511

        (30 credits)

Rationale:   The purpose of this module is to offer the learner an opportunity to understand the dynamics that are involved when children testify in court.
Description: This module will focus on a multi-disciplinary approach to children in the courtroom, and will integrate aspects of psychology and law.  To this end, the module will deal with 5 topics, which include the following:
· child development;
· trauma;
· disclosure;
· child communication; and 
· effects of the accusatorial system.

Child development: This unit will focus on the stages of cognitive and language development that children pass through, and the applicability of this development to their task of testifying in court as a witness.  


Trauma: This unit will deal with the concept of trauma in cases of abuse, with a specific focus on sexual abuse.  Emphasis will be placed on the symptomologies associated with child sexual abuse, and their impact on child witness 
testimony.

Disclosure: This unit will focus on the process of disclosure in child sexual abuse cases as well as the assessment of the credibility of these disclosures in a legal context. 

Child Communication: This unit focuses on communicating with children in the courtroom, and highlights the effect which miscommunication can have in the legal context.

Effects of Accusatorial System:  The focus here will be on those aspects of the accusatorial system which create particular difficulties for children, and the effect which these difficulties have on their ability to testify effectively.  

· LAW APPLICABLE TO CHILD WITNESSES 512: JCW512 


(30 credits)

Rationale: The purpose of this module is to focus in detail on those legal procedures and statutory provisions which are of particular significance to child witnesses.

Description: This module will focus on the law which is applicable to child witnesses and will include the following topics:
· an overview of international procedures relating to child witnesses;
· relevant national legislative provisions, including the concept of vulnerable 
witnesses in South Africa;
· certain evidentiary principles applicable to child witnesses. 

8.2

Elective modules

■       EVALUATING THE EVIDENCE OF CHILDREN 515: JCW515 


(15 credits)

Rationale: This module will enable the learner to evaluate the credibility of child witness testimony.

Description:  This module will focus on various methods of evaluating the credibility of children’s statements.
It includes the following topics:
· 
false allegations in child abuse cases
· the evaluation of credibility by psychological lay persons;
· the evaluation of credibility by psychological experts;
· the general characteristics of statement validity analysis; and

·    developmental model for evaluating the evidence of children.
■
FORENSIC INTERVIEWING OF ABUSED CHILDREN 516: JCW516

 (15 credits)
Rationale:   This module will enable the learner to conduct effective forensic  interviews with  victims of sexual violence.

Description: This module focusses on the theory and skills applicable to conducting forensic interviews with children.  It includes the following topics:
· effective interviewing techniques

· incorrect interviewing techniques and the consequences thereof in a legal framework;
· the concept of suggestibility;
· factors which affect suggestibility;
· the use of anatomically detailed dolls as an interviewing aid; and
· the use of drawings as an interviewing aid.

■
PROSECUTING CASES OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE 514: JCW514

 (15 credits)

Rationale:  This module will enable the learner to consult effectively with and lead the evidence of a victim of    sexual violence, and to make more skilled use of opening and closing statements.

 
Description: This module will focus on the knowledge and skills required by prosecutors to deal with child sexual abuse cases.  It includes the following topics:
· consultation with a witness using effective interviewing skills;

· problems associated with interviewing victims of sexual violence;

· pre-trial preparation of witnesses;

· direct examination of complainants; 

· purpose and contents of opening and closing statements; and

· techniques that can be used in opening and closing statements.

■
THE CHILD SEX OFFENDER 513: JCW513

 (15 credits)

Rationale:  This module will enable the learner to identify the characteristics and modus operandi of child sex offenders and investigate available treatment options.

Description: This module will focus on the child sex offender and will deal with the following topics:
· the classification of the child sex offender;
· the characteristics of child sex offenders; and
· the treatment and sentencing options available for the child sex offender
■
TREATISE: JCW518 

(60 credits)

A treatise on an approved topic in the field of Child Witnesses.  The treatise must be suitable for submission for publication in an accredited law journal and shall comprise 60 pages, printed or typed with a font size 12 in at least 1½ spacing on one side of A4-format paper.
9.
RULES FOR THE LLM HUMAN RIGHTS COURSEWORK PROGRAMME:


CURRICULUM 2: (50602)
	Module name


	Module Code
	Semester
	Credits

	Compulsory modules
	
	
	

	Dynamics of Child Witness Testimony 511 
	JCW511
	1
	30

	Law Applicable to Child Witnesses 512 
	JCW512
	2
	30

	Children’s Rights 517 
	JCW517
	1
	30

	Treatise
	JCW518
	1 + 2
	60

	Elective modules

At least 30 credits from
	
	
	

	The Child Sex Offender 513 
	JCW 513
	   1
	15

	Prosecuting Cases of Sexual Violence 514 
	JCW514
	   2
	15

	Evaluating the Evidence of Children 515 
	JCW515
	   1
	15

	Forensic Interviewing of Abused Children 516 
	JCW516
	   2
	15


J55

Examination, re-examination and re-registration

J55.2

Coursework programmes
J55.2.1 
The examination shall consist of the treatise and a written paper and/or 
assignments in each of the other modules.  The degree must be 
completed 
within four academic years from the first date of 
registration.

J55.2.2 
Treatise

J55.2.2.1 
Full-time students

J55.2.2.1.1 
Without prejudice to rule J55.2.2.1.5, candidates may only register for 
the treatise once they have passed all the modules presented in the first 
semester of studies. Registration for the treatise in the second 
semester of 
studies is dependent on the candidate having obtained an 
average mark of at least 60% for the modules presented in the first 
semester of studies.

J55.2.2.1.2 
Candidates who are not able to register for the treatise because the 
requirement of rule J55.2.2.1.1 is not met, may register for the treatise 
in the 
third semester of studies if an average mark of at least 60% has 
been obtained for the modules presented in the second semester of 
studies.

J55.2.2.1.3 
Not applicable to this degree.
J55.2.2.1.4 
The treatise must be submitted for examination before 1 February 
following the last year of registration.

J55.2.2.1.5 
Notwithstanding rule J55.2.2.1.1, candidates may, in exceptional cases 
register for the treatise during the first semester of studies upon 
approval of a research proposal submitted not later than the end of 
 the
sixth week of that semester.
J55.2.2.2 
Part-time students

J55.2.2.2.1 
Without prejudice to rule J55.2.2.2.5, candidates may only register for 
the treatise once they have passed all the modules presented in the 
first year of studies.  Registration for the treatise in the second year of 
studies is dependent on the candidate having obtained an average 
mark of at least 60% for the modules presented in the first year of 
studies.

J55.2.2.2.2 
Candidates who are not able to register for the treatise because the 
requirement of rule J55.2.2.2.1 is not met, may register for the treatise 
in the 
third year of studies if an average mark of at least 60% has been 
obtained for 
the modules presented in the second year of studies.

J55.2.2.2.3 
Not applicable to this degree.
J55.2.2.2.4 
The treatise must be submitted for examination before 1 February 
following the last year of registration.

J55.2.2.2.5 
Notwithstanding rule J55.2.2.2.1, candidates may register for the 
treatise during the first year of studies upon approval of a research 
proposal submitted not later than the end of the first semester.

J55.2.3 
Re-examination and re-registration
J55.2.3.1 
Full-time students

J55.2.3.1.1 
Candidates who fail both modules in the first semester of studies may 
not be granted a re-examination and may not re-register for the 
second semester
J55.2.3.1.2 
Candidates who fail only one module of the two modules in the first 
semester of studies and obtain at least 45% for that module, may be 
granted a reassessment.  If they pass the module, they may  
proceed with the second semester of studies.
J55.2.3.1.3 
A candidate may be granted a re-examination in any second-semester 
module.
J55.2.3.1.4 
Candidates who have failed a second-semester module shall be 
permitted only one further opportunity to enroll for that module, 
provided that the candidate's application for renewal of registration 
shall be subject to the availability of places when the module is 
next presented.
J55.2.3.2 
Part-time students
J55.2.3.2.1 
Candidates who fail both modules in the first year of studies may not be 
granted a re-examination and may not re-register for the programme.
J55.2.3.2.2
Candidates who fail only one module of the two modules in the first year 
of studies and obtain at least 45% for that module, may  be granted 
a reassessment.  If they pass the module, they may proceed with the 
second year of studies.
J55.2.3.2.3
A candidate may be granted a re-examination in any second-year 
module.
J55.2.3.2.4 
Candidates who have failed a second-year module shall be permitted 
only one further opportunity to enroll for that module, provided that the 
candidate's application for renewal of registration shall be subject to 
the availability of places when the module is next presented.
J56 

Awarding the degree cum laude


The degree shall be awarded cum laude if a candidate:
· passes all the modules at the first attempt;

· obtains a weighted average mark of at least 75% for all the modules; and

· obtains a final mark of at least 75% for the treatise.
10.
ADMISSION AND REGISTRATION PROCEDURE
1.
Admission procedure
(
Contact the Faculty Administrative Assistant, Ms L Koen, at 041-5042309 to obtain application forms for admission to the University in 2007 (if not included with this brochure).

(
Complete the application form and return it to the Admissions Department together with the prescribed admission fees and required documentation before the closing date (15 December 2006).  Please note that an incomplete application will delay your acceptance for the degree programme.
(
Please remember to add full details of your practical experience and academic qualifications if you do not have an LLB degree.
2.
Registration procedure
(
After you have been accepted for admission to the LLM (Labour Law) programme, a registration form for 2007 will be forwarded to you.

(
Please complete and sign this 2007 registration form and submit it to the Faculty Officer (Ms Marieta Fourie) together with

(
the initial payment (deposit) which will be indicated on the registration form, and

(
a passport sized photograph for your student card (if you register per post).

· 
CLOSING DATES FOR REGISTRATION
For first semester
:
1 March 2007

For second semester
:
1 August 2007

Please note that no student will be allowed to register after these closing dates.
(
Your learning material and other relevant details will be forwarded to you after you are in possession of a student card.
______________________________
